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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Me. Bincuam. Whatever appertains 
to the safety and freedom of the people is 
proper to become a subject of remark 
under this general head of my work ; and, 
certainly, nothing has, for a long while, 
occurred more deeply interesting than the 
case of this gentleman, who, as being 
thought guilty of having set’ his own house 
on fire for fraudulent purposes, has, for 
some time past, been an object of general 
execration, which was the more bitter 
from the cireumstanece of his being a 
Clergynan.— —He was tried at Horsnam, 
in Sussex, on Tuesday, the 26th instant, 
upon two Bills of Indictment. The first for 
writing a threatening letter to a farmer, tell- 
ing him that his corn and houses and cattle 
should be destroyed; and, the second, for 
burning his own house. He has been 
found NOT GUILTY upon both; and, 
while we rejoice at this, it is the duty of 
those who have it in their power to en- 
deavour to prevent other imnocent persons 
irom being persecuted in the like manner. 
——The foundation of the first charge 
was, that the threatening letter was picked 
up upon a road along which Mr. Bingham 
had just before passed. Two boys picked 
up; and one of them said, that he thought 
he saw it fly from Mr. Bingham’s clothes. 
~-—No less than six people came to swear, 
and did swear, that they believed the band 
“rume to be his. He was, however, ac- 
quitted——_For the other charge there 
‘ppeared to be not the smallest shadow of 
Preof; but, on the contrary, the strongest 
, morn presumptive proof of the negative 

a charge. ———The sufferings of this 
Hesctibed and his family are not to be 
ewer Tf the malefactor, who ex- 
Uhinnateeannen on the gallows, be, not- 
nate ing his guilt, an object of com- 
bl ste he alwa $ will be with merci- 
mms what is this gentleman? What 
Sit our feelings to be for-him? What 
Skt we to feel for his wife and six chil 
eallin , realty know of no case so loudly 
thee saan cofnmiseration, and, if 
ficient , Ofaid. Here is a stroke 

9 ruin'a-man; and ought’ a 
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man thus to be ruined without any, even 
the smallest, fault of his own? Surely, 
there ought to be some means of compen- 
sation discovered for injuries like this —— 
Upon the swearing to the hand writing I 
cannot help making a few remarks, which 
may tend to put JURIES upon their 
guard against bold swearers of this sort.—— 
{ have often taken one hand writing for 
another, and where is the man who has 
not. But, I have, in my own experience, 
such an instance of the uncertainty as to 
the identifying of hands writing, that I 
cannot refrain from mentioning it.—— 
The reader will easily suppose, that my 
hand writing must be pretty well settled ; 
that it must be grown into a sort of charac- 
ter of its own, and that those who are in 
the habit of seeing it frequently would 
safely swear to it, especially when | tell 
him, that it is full of singtlarities, not 
only in the shape of the letters themselves, 
but in the general cast and appearance of 
it, the constant necessity of combining 
great dispatch with perfect legibility having 
produced it. But, in spite of all this, 
the writing of all my children, who can 
write, is so much like mine, that, at the 
first look, every one would take it for 
mine; and, the writing of my eldest son 
(12 years of age) is such an exact likeness 
of it, in all respects’whatever, even to the 
very points and commas and dots; that 1 
defy any homan being to tell’ one from 





the other. <A letter shall be’written be- 


tween us, some of the paragtaphs by one 
and some by the other, and I will defy 
any man in the world to point out which 
of them came from one hand and which 
from the other. Persons the best  ac- 
quainted with my writing’ cannot/distin- 
guish mine from that of my son. In 
many instances the wonderful similarity 
has made gentlemen, who have witnessed 
it, resolve never to swear to hands writing’> 
and, in scores of instances, J myself have 
taken my son’s hand’ for my own.——Now, 
this being the case'with a boy 12 years of 
age, who has never been this imita - 
tion, but, who has'merely fallen into it 
from habit, I leave the reader to guess 
ih Seagate ie Tae be to make the 
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liberty and life of a man depend upon 
oaths as to similarity of hands writing. 
When Mr. Lemairre, whose hard case 
has been so long before the public, was 
shown the address of a letter by the Privy 
Councit, and asked whether that was his 
hand writing, he answered yes; but, when 
he came to see the contents of the letter, 
he said he never wrote it. This was looked 
upon as proof of his guilt. Yet, might not 
the same happen to me, if the address of 
a letter to an acquaintance of mine were 
written by my son? I hope, that this 
case of Mr. Bincuam will be a warning 
to juries how they decide upon oaths as 
to hands writing, and that it will also be a 
warning to witnesses how they make such 
oaths. No man’s life is safe if it is to be 
aflected by such evidence ; for, how many 
men are there, who can, in the course of 
a few days, learn to imitate, to the greatest 
perfection, any hand writing! In short, 
to admit of such evidence is to put every 
man’s life in jeopardy, to expose him to 
the murderous machinations of spies, in- 
formers, and all the dark troop of villains, 
who trade ‘in accusations and live upon 
human blood. The Cuier Baron, who 
tried the Indictments against Mr. Bincnam, 
seems to have behaved with great huma- 
nity towards the injured prisoner, who, on 
his side, appears to have discovered great 
fortitude, and manliness of character, and 
to have been kindly and feelingly sup- 
ported by his friends, as he ought to be 
by his neighbourhood and by the public 
at large. One point in the evidence 
against him, as to the threatening letter, 
was, that the water-mark in the paper cor- 
reapenene with that of paper on which he 
had written to other people. Good God! 
What evidence is this? He proved, that 
the same sort of paper was commonly 
sold in the neighbourhood ; but, suppose 
it had not?) Even suppose that he used 
paper made for his use exclusively, how 
was he to answer that no servant of his 
would take away a sheet of his paper? 
And, in all likelihood, any villain, who 
would imitate his hand writing, would, even 
in such a case, take care to get at a sheet 
of his paper; while he himself, if he was 
about to write a threatening letter, would 
take special, care to furnish himself with 
some other sort of paper——There is no- 
thing more carefully to be guarded against 
than this slender sort ofevidence, whicl), at 
best, amounts to grounds of mere suspicion. 
it is unworthy of the name of evidenee, 
and men’s lives ought not to be put in 
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jeopardy upon it.———There must be som 
very vile wretches in the neighbourhood 
of Mr. Bincnam, and it is to be hoped 
that they will yet be discovered. The 
cause of this gentleman is that of every 
good man. It is the cause of innocenc, 
against false accusation; and, the gentle. 
men in Sussex will be shamefully wanting 
to themselves as well as to justice towards 
him, if they fail to show him all the coup. 
tenance in their power, and, indeed, to 
compensate him amply and substantially {o; 
his wrongs. 


_CoRN AGAINST SUGAR@———In my last 
NuMBER, at page 749, I inserted an ac. 
count of the proceedings of the Corn gen. 
tlemen, who meet against Sugar at the St, 
Albans Tavern. In the present Number, 
at the end of this Summary, I insert cer. 
tain Resolutions, passed by the Sugar gen. 
tlemen, met at the City of London Tavern, 
on Tuesday, the 26th instant.——The fire 
from the East certainly overpowers that 
from the West; and, if the Corn gentle- 
men have most money, the Sugar gentle- 
men have decidedly most wit.——These 
Sugar Resolutions contain so many distunct 
propositions, very well drawn up. They 
are clear in their meaning, and unless 
they can be controverted as to their pre- 
mises, their conclusions are indubitable. 
All, therefore, that my lord SipmovuTH and 
his worthy coadjutors, Mr. Curwes and 
Sir Joun Sincuain, have to do, is, to refute 
the propositions. And, I would beseech 
them not to look upon this as unnecessa'y; 
for, they may be assured, that there are 
not in this whole kingdom, as many pe 
ple as would make up a_good large card. 
party, who are disposed to believe a thing 
to be wrong merely because these three 
great men say that it is wrong.—! do 
not, for my part, see, why the duty ape? 
Sugar should not be made so low # © 
enable people to use it for good purpos 
It is nutritious and wholesome. Would " 
not be better to let people use the coals 
as they do molasses in America, as 4" 
of sauce to fat pork and bacon? Why s 
use it for the fatting of hogs? Better 
that than let it rot in the warehouses 
tax the people to lend money to its owne® 
who would want nothing lent to them,’ 
you will let them sell their goods.—— . 
colony work is, at last, come toa pret 
pass. A farmer (for why should vie 
name be given to a Sugar. as well as od, 
Corn grower) in Jamaica is thus situat 
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eouds, tools, Wearing apparel, and what- 
ever else he cannot get In Jamaica, of US. 
We compel him to send TO US all that 
art of his produce which he does not ex- 
pend at home (except a little occasionally 
exchanged with the Americans for wood 
and food); and, yet (oh, intolerable in- 
justice and oppression!) we will not let 
him sel that produce to the people, when 
he has sent it to us! This is the short, 
but fair, state of his case. Why do we 
not let him carry his produce to other coun- 
tries and get his goods and tools from those 
comtries? “ Oh! you traitor,” exclaims 
some loyal land-owner! “ would you 
«“ alienate Jamaica from the Mother coun- 
“try?” Well, then, if you will not con- 
sent to this, why will you not let the Ja- 
maica farmer come into the market with 
you? Mother! Pretty mother indeed! 
She is (or, at least, you would have her 
be) like too many other modern mothers, 
who perform the office with wonderful 
alacrity till the hour arrives for giving 
comfort and support to their offspring, 
when they cast them off to draw their 
nourishment from an alien breast. Rous- 
seaU, in his work of matchless eloquence, 
says, she who refuses to her child that 
which nature has said shall be his birth- 
right, has no claim to his affection or his 
duty: she has no son; he has no mother. 
ut, We are worse than these unnatural 
Mothers, these mothers, on whose conduct 
the example even of the tygress is a re- 
proach; we are (or these Corn gentlemen 
Would have us be) worse than they; for, 
they do think jt their duty to get a hire- 
ling mother (though almost necessarily an 
unnatural one) to supply their place; 
Whereas we, not only do not furnish an 
Substitute, but absolutely forbid our colo- 
* ollspring to find nourishment amongst 
‘ eS colonies are expensive 
* i aud, therefore, we ought to derive 
the benefit from them that they are 
“apable of vielding.—Very well; but, 
~ r mind, that it is our own choice that 
w. Pr a: to us. Bear in mind, 
coy colonists do not ask us to keep 
Sens Ge 44 possession. If we will set 
Pan r et them carry their produce, 
sin mas where they please, and buy 
ve me ro clothes where they please, 
6 bean upon us for no expences. 
het which not, therefore, biame them for 
ceil dn out of our own choice. 
me i * them to remain subjects to us, 
We Sa about the expence arising 
seme It has been said, that the 
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cause of-the overstock of Sugar, is, that 
too much is raised, and that the West 
India farmers should raise less. This is 
very true in one respect; but, observe, 
that, if they raise less, they will toant less 
of your manufactures, less of the produce of 
England. And, I must be excused if I 
do not see that they raise too much, so 
long as I can point out the means of using 
their Sugar instead of corn in England, 
while England ‘is obliged to bring corn 
from the dominions of the enemy, and pay 
him an enormous duty upon it, and while 
he will take nothing but gold and silver in 
payment. This is the fact that stares 
the corn gentlemen in the face. When, 
indeed, “ our vallies shall be so filled with 
“corn” as to render it unnecessary to 
bring any from foreign countries ; when 
our own fields grow enough food for our 
own eating; when Mr. Cuxwen, whether 
from the stewing. of straw, or, profiting 
from the hint of his India friend, extract- 
ing “ good food”’ for the people out of horse 
dung * ; when he can say, “ here, we have 
“corn enough for all your wants, and 
“there is no longer any need of importa- 
“ tion.’ When he can say this, we will 
hear what he has to say about shutting owt 
sugar from the market; but, until then, 
he may be well assured, that, rally as often 
as he pleases, he will always get defeated 
in his opposition to the use of Sugar. 
If importation of Corn should be rendered 
unnecessary, as it will, in time, be, by the 


—s 














* « The general scarcity of grain 
“which prevailed. at that time induced 
«many thousands to flock to the British 
“camp in search of food, and I daily 
«“ witnessed, for weeks together, mary 
“ hupdreds of all ages and sexes, coming 
« into the lines of our cavalry, and anxiously 
« collecting and carrying away the excre- 
«ment, as it fell from the horses; this 
“ they exposed for a few hours to the sun, 
«and by rubbing and sifting it, procured 
«a large supply of GOOD FOOD,” —— 
‘This Mr. Cunwen publishes in his “ Hints 
« on AGRICULTURAL SuBsects,” as part of 
an * Interesting Communication,” sent him 
by “a very intelligent officer, who had 
‘‘served long in India;’’ and a pretty 
hint it is for an English Landowner to pub 
lish. I-wonder it had not led the inquisi- 
tive mind of Mr. Curwen to consider what 
degree of nutriment might have been 
found for the poor in the milk of the 
cavalry.——~Bones and broth always to ge 
together. 
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diminution of the number of hands employed 
in manufactures, it will then become a ques- 
tion whether we ought to shut Sugar out 
of the market as a competitor of Corn; 
but, at present, it cannot be a matter of 
doubt with any impartial man of sense ; 
and, the opposition to the use of Sugar 
instead of Corn in the Distilleries, while 
we are buying corn from our enemy with gold 
and silver, can arise, 1 think it must be 
allowed, from nothing but the grossest of 
ignorance, accompanied, in some instances, 
with greediness insatiable. Why does 
not Mr. Cuawen object to the sale of tea ? 
He has found out a method of keeping 
the poor upon milk, proceeding from his 
stewed straw and his cabbages; and, he 
would cut off all the allowances of tea and 
butter, and almost the whole of the bread. 
He asserts, that mi/k is more wholesome, 
nutritious, and strengthening, than bread 
and butter and tea; and that it is a better 
beverage for hard-working men, than porter, or 
beer, because it is harder of digestion. So 
that here he comes athwart the hawser of 
the Barley-growers ; and, while he is pub- 
lishing a book to make milk a beverage of 
catholic use; while he is at work tooth 
and nail to drive beer and porter out of 
vogue, he is meeting at the St. Alban’s 
Tavern to promote the making of barley 
into poisonous whiskey! Aye, and assert- 
ing, that if this be not done, we shall have 
no resource of corn in times of scarcity ! 
He seems quite to have forgotten that fa- 
mous resource, the milk, which, according 
to bis book, is meat, drink, and almost 
clothing, and with which, in his Sangrado- 
like zeal, he appears to wish to drench 
and wring the bowels of the whole nation. 
——But, enough of these fooleries. Let 
us come to something more worthy of our 
s@rious attention. 





Junirte Dottans,——In my last Num- 
ber, at page 746, I suggested some doubts 
as to what might be necessary to be done, 
in consequence of the rise in the price of 
the Dollar, as to the salaries of persons in 
the employment and pay of the govern- 
ment, and, by way of illustration, I took 
the case of my Lords the Judges, who will 
now receive the Dollar at 5s. 6d. instead 
of 5s. as they did before. I suppose a 
Judge to receive £.4,000 a year; and if 
he receives this in Dollars at 5s. 6d. in- 





stead of 5s. it is as clear as day light, that 


he will receive only £.3,600 instead of 


£.4,000. And, as the Dollar rises, it is ' 


quite manifest, that my Lord’s salary will, 
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in fact, fall, The instance of the J udges 
having been taken, I followed the chain 
of observation to other persons receiyin,, 
salaries out of the taxes raised upon the 
People, and I then went on the pensioners 
and even to the Army and Navy, observing 
that it appeared to me, that, if any of the 
salaries were raised, the pay of the Arn, 
and Navy must be raised too.——-A corres. 
pondent, noticing these observations, cries 
out against me for proposing the salaries of 
the Judges to be raised; and accuses me of 
having given encouragement to adding to 
the public expenditure, and, of course, to 
the taxes. Really I proposed no such 
thing. I was merely speculating hypo. 
thetically upon the consequences of the 
progressive depreciation of the paper, or, 
as Lord Batuurst calls it, the rise in the 
price of Bullion. I did not propose that 
the Judges should be paid more than they 
now receive, which, in my opinion, is 
quite enough. I was only saying, that, /f 
their pay was raised, that of the Soldiers 
and Sailors would be raised, of course; 
and, I merely took the instance of my 
Lords the J 2 because they happened 
to present themselves first to my mind, 
—-—I did not propose, or recommend, ot 
suggest, any thing as proper to be done, at 
present, in this way ; no, nor at any future 
time; I was merely speaking of some of 
the consequences of a further rise in the 
nominal value of the Dollar, and was, 
amongst other consequences, stating those 
which would arise to persons recelving 
pay out of the taxes, especially if this pay 
was in fixed annual sums. I have enter- 
ed into this explanation in order to satisfy 
my correspondent, that I did not recom- 
mend, or mean to recommend, any addi- 
tion whatever to be made to the salariesof 
the Judges, or of any body else. But, | 
must repeat, that, #f any rise do - 
place, I am of opinion it must g° il 
through, not omitting the pensioners; for, 
why should they be omitted? W hy 
should any distinction be made? There 
are hundreds of officers’ widows and childres, 
whose cases must call for as much com 
passion as the case of any human beings 
There was some repens “a pre 
ING CHRONICLE, U e subject © 

Jubilee Dollars, vhich I will first inserts 
ane oe some ip pe sag 
or the subject is of vital impo! aoe 
the Alpha a Omega of English politics: 
every thing, as to events, turnsupon — 
“ In the Report of the Bullion Comm 
« is the following passage :—" Your 






















































176 


iges 
ain 
ing 
the 
ers, 
ing, 
‘the 
irmy 
TRS. 
ries 
bs of 
e of 
g to 
e, to 
such 
ypo 
the 
, OF, 
1 the 
that 
they 
Nn, is 
at, if 
diers 
Irse ; 
' my 
ened 
nind, 
1, or 
ne, at 
uture 
ne of 
n the 
was, 
those 
iviNg 
s pay 
enter 
atisly 
com- 
addi- 
ries of 
But, | 
take 
r0 all 
f for, 
Why 
There 
aldren, 
| com- 
ein gs. 
Mons: 
f these 
insert, 
them ; 
3 it 8 
itics : 
t-" 
mittee 
» Comm 


| “crease the nominal va 


77) 
ww mittee beg leave to advert to the 
« « temptation to resort to a depreciation 
« « even of the value of the Gold Coin, by 
«ap alteration of the Standard. This 
««has been the resource of many Go- 
««yernments, and is the obvious and 
« « most easy remedy to the evil in ques- 
« «tion. But it is unnecessary to dwell 
««on the breach of public faith, and the 
« « dereliction of a primary duty of Go- 
«« yernment, which would manifestly be 
« « implied in preferring the reduction of 
« « the coin down to the standard of the 


Pw paper, to the restoration of the paper to 





««the legal standard of the coin.’ 
«In this sentiment all the writers on the 
«subject have agreed; nor will it proba- 
“bly be controverted by any honest and 
“intelligent man. It might have been 
“farther observed, that such a remedy 
«could only have a temporary effect. 
“ We may call a piece of gold or silver 
“what we please, or declare it shall pass 
“among ourselves for any nominal ‘sum ; 
“but it will never pass abroad for more 
“than its intrinsic worth, and at home the 
“price of every article will quickly be 
“enhanced in proportion—When the 
“Bank first issued Dollars at the rate of 
«5s. little attention was paid to the princi- 
“ple. The convenience of increasing a 
“ good silver currency was felt, and the 
“declared obligation on the Bank to take 
“them back at the nominal value was re- 


» “lied on. The Bank has issued five or 


“six millions sterling in Dollars at that 
“rate since 1797, a small part of which 
“will never go back, the far greater part 
“having been melted or exported. The 


} “profit derived to the Bank by this ope- 


“ration, at the expence of the public, is 
x matter of easy calculation. —But now 
‘that the Bank has gee proper to in- 
* creas ue ten per cent, 
, and it has become evident that it may 
, ©) 04 to any amount, people begin to 
_ open their eyes. Having the counte- 
“ nance of Government, what hinders the 
r Bank to operate on the Gold Coin in the 
, june way they have done on the Silver, 
| 0 issue pieces of gold, intrinsicall 
worth 15s. to pass for Guineas.—It is 
_, Vain to say the Dollars are not current 
, ols while no person can refuse. them, 
, robtain the change of a 20s. note with- 
, cut taking them. ‘That they have not 
«pvt made a legal tender, is just such a 
r re as maintaining that Bank of 
“a gland Notes are not effectually such 
tender. As Mr. Giddy observes, the 
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« public Creditors must take them, or go 
« unpaid.—The excuse for the augment- 
« ation of the nominal value of the Dol- 
* Jars is, that Silver has risen in price. In 
“ comparison with what has it risen? 
‘* Silver, in comparison with Silver of the 


“ same standard, cannot rise. It will not 
“be pretended that Gold has risen, as in 
“comparison with Silver, beyond the 
“usual difference. But, in comparison 
“with Bank Paper Silver has undoubt- 
‘‘edly risen,or. im more accurate terms, 
“the Pape? has depreciated. That fact 
“was sufficiently demonstrated before, 
“ the comparison being made with Gold, 
“which is the true and only standard. 
« But if that were wanted, the fact seems 
‘to be put beyond all doubt by this ope- 
“ration of the Bank itself, antl the pre- 
“sent rate of depreciation fixed at very 
“nearly 20 per cent. How soon it may 
“ be at 50 per cent. no man can tell, while 
“* the Bank ts permitted to follow the course it 
«* has done for some years past, and which it 
“seems resolved to persist in, while any 
«« Gold or Silver remains in the country.” 
Now, I shall not, 1 am quite sure, be 
suspected of any partiality towards the 
Old Lady in Threadneedle Street, whom 
I look upon as having been one of the 
great causes of all the mischiefs that have 
been brought upon the country; but, 
really, Ido not understand these charges 
against the Bank. <‘* While the Bank is 
« permitted to follow the course it has done 
“for some years past.” Why, Mr. 
Perry, how can the Bank help it? How 
can any body refuse to permit the Bank to 
go on as it does? It isan old saying, that 
one cannot have blood out of a Hint stone; 
but, I will venture to say, that this truth 
is not more obvious than the truth, that 
you cannot make the Bank change its 
course, and that the Bank cannot change 
its course of itself. “ Resolved to persist!” 
Why, you may as well reproach my man 
Compton with resolving to have but one 
arm. The poor fellow had it shot off; 
and, is he to be accused of persisting in 
having but one arm? Yet, is there, in my 
opinion, full as much injustice in charging 
the Bank with persisting in having Rapes 
money instead of real money. ell, 
but will I allow there to be no remedy then? 
That we will talk about, after I have heard 
the debate upon Mr, Horwer’s motion, 
which, 1 see, is coming on, that gentleman 
having sent up word to the onourable 
House, that he means to come on with it 
in a short time, But, in the meanwhile, 
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it may not be amiss to observe, that I shall, 
in my remaining Letters on Paper against 
Gold, treat of this matter at full length. I 
should have done it long ago; but, I 
wished fjrst to hear what the aa Pi 
House had to say upon it. When I have 
their opinions before me ; when I have all 
their projects of remedies, then J will give 
mine; and time will tell who is right 
and who wrong. but, I have no scruple 
in saying even now, that, if there be no- 
thing better in reserve, in the way of re- 
medy, than what I have seen jn the Bul- 
lion Report, it will be only another bubble, 
added to all that we have seen before; 
if there be nothing but the scheme of re- 
storing the paper, the disappointment of ail 
those who look to that scheme as a remedy 
will be, at the least, full as great as any 
that they have hitherto experienced. 
In the above article, Mr. Perny tells us, 
that, “ when the Bank first issued Dollars 
“at 5s. lusle attention was paid to the 
* principle.” By himself, he means, 
perhaps ; but, by me, to my great annoy- 
ance from abuse, very great attention was 
paid to it; and, I, in every stage of the 
measure, reprobated the power given to 
the Bank, and foretold its consequences. 
If Mr. Perry will take the trouble to 
look into the Indexes of Vols. IV. and V. 
of the Register under the words, Dollars, 
Bank Dollars, and Bank Notes, he will find, 
not only that great attention was paid to the 
matter, but that all the arguments, which 
he now makes ase of, and a great many 
more, were then used, against permitting 
the Bank to issue coin ; and also, that a}! 
the consequences were foreseen and fore- 
told, just as they have come, and are com- 
ing, to pass." Now”? this thing, he says, 
Is beginning to open the eyes of the peo- 
ple, The eyes ofall those, who were not 
wilfully blind, were opened long ago ; 
and, I believe, that the far greater half of 
the people see as clearly what is now com- 
ing as they see the sun when it shines. 
Whether the rod-of-iron men or the ral- 
liers or the life and fortune or the last-shil- 
ling and last-drop-of-blood men; whe- 
ther any of these see it, is more than I can 
say, and, it is, indeed, what I do not care 
a straw about. See it, or see it not, no one 
can do any thing to prevent it, though, as I 
shall hereafter show, much may be done 
if taken in time, to prevent many of the 
fatal consequences which will naturally 
arise from it, ifmo previous measures of 

ca@ution are taken,—_—But, at any rate, J 


Must always repeat, that, let the conse- 
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quences be what they may, no part of them 
will be ascribable to the Jacobins and 7. 
vellers, who have had nothing at all to do 
with the matter. They have been key 
down. “ The great statesman now no more” 
and his followers, of both parties, hay 
succeeded in keeping down the Reformers 
They have prevented Reform, and have 
joined in calling the Reformers“ a low ge. 
« graded crew.” Well, then, the Re. 
formers have had nothing to do with the 
financial measures. They have had no 
power. They have been told, that those 
who kept them down were the wisest mep 
in the world. They have been reproach. 
ed as beasts unfit to think of such high 
matters. Well, then, let us now see; let ys 
see, and judge by, the result. Let these 
men, who have reproached us with all 
sorts of baseness, because we have called 
for a reform of parliament ; let them, now, 
and in the times that are coming, keep the 
concern in their hand. and shew us the 
result. 


Firoccinc THE Poor.—=-A bill bas 
lately been introduced into the House of 
Commons by a Mr. Caap cin (whose name 
I never happened to hear of before) ; and, 
according to Sir Samuet Romitiy’s de- 
scription of it, it would have authorized 
certain persons, to be called Directors 
(no bad name, by the by) to flog the poor. 
What was said by Mr. Cuapuin hinselt 
and by Sir Samuet Romutty, which I take 
from the Morning Curonicte of the 26:b 
instant, may suffice to give the readet 
some idea of this Bill, of which I shall 
publish an abstract, as soon as I can lay 
my hands upon the famous instrument 
—— It is called the “ Sprspy Poor 
« Bitz,” and what I am now going to in- 
sert is a report of what these two gentie- 
men said, upon a motion for a second read- 
ing of it. « Mr. Cuariin moved the 
“ second reading of the Spilsby Poor Bill, 
“for the purpose of postponing 1 for a 
“month, He was aware that there were 
« many objectionable clauses in !t; “ 
“perhaps, with several alterations, : 
« might be rendered worthy the atteno 
«of the House ——Six S, Romitey he 
“ anxious to give every opportunity sl 
“improvement, where improvement - 
“ possible, but the whole frame and obje ‘ 
“of the Bill was bad; there was rl 
« single clause but what was liable to ot 
“jection. He again adverted to some 


“the most extraordinary provisions ° 
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‘upon twenty united parishes. The Direc- 
« ors were empowered to compel all the 
« poor throughout the whole extent of 
« these parishes, whether asking for relief or 
«not, to go into this workhouse, They 
« were to have all the authority of magis- 
«trates with respect to such as they should 


| «consider vagrants. They were to be al- 


« allowed to enter houses at their discretion 
« to search for vagrants. They might.com- 
« mit to solitary imprisonment, without limit, 
«the poor which, they collected, and ad- 
« minister moderate correction for misbeha- 
«yiour; in other words, they were to 
«have the power of FLOGGING THE 
« POOR under their controul, a¢ their own 
« discretion. They might besides, by this 
« Bill, seize all the poor children in the parish, 
“whether calling for relief or not, and 
«bind them apprentices at their discre- 
“tion, He understood that many of the 
“ most respectable inhabitants of Spilsby 
“ had never heard of such a Bill, and that 
“ they strongly disapproved of its provi- 
“sions. He next adverted to some very 
“ objectionable provisions in Acts relating 
“to the Poor, that had passed in former 
“ Sessions, the St. Paul’s, Shadwell ; the 
“ St. George’s, Southwark, Acts, &c. and 
“recommended a more strict attention to 
“such Bills in future. He thought that a 
“remedy to these Workhouse Regulations 
“was urgently required, and concluded 
“by proposing that the Bill be read a 
“second time this day six months.”’—— 
Here was a pretty thing! The thanks of 
the country are due to Sir. Samuen Ro- 
MILLY for this stand. What! FLOG 
them! Seize them first by force, and 
then flog them !—~—-But, it is useless to 
make observations ; only, 1 wish that the 
poor of these twenty parishes, who were 
thus to be exposed to FLOGGING, could 
read this speech of Sir Samugen Romitty. 
A great deal of outery was made against 
= Francis Burvert’s prediction, that 
the next thing would be to FLOG THE 
PEOPLE; but, if this bill had passed, the 
prediction would have been most com- 
pletely fulfilled ; for, if they had flogged 
ee. parishes, why not flog all the pa- 
wihens ne bill was, it seems, rejected 
hon ase play . ha it was brought in ; 
bare faitnae as made ; and, it seems to 
Pe ie rom the activity and attention 
d merciful disposition of Six Samuet 
MILLY.—--But, it was not the flogging 
only, there was that infernal thi 
3 ng solitary 
my NOMmERS and without limit, at dis- 
‘a too! What must be ht of 
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this in foreign countries? What must any 
nation upon earth think of it? Shall we 
be told, that Buonaparté flogs his poor? 
Will this assertion be flung in our teeth ? 
Will the venal writers of the Mornine 
Post and the Courier tell us, that we 
ought not to grumble at this, because, say 
they, the people in France are flogged? 
Suppose such were the case (and I dare 
say they are as ready to swear that it is 
as they were to swear that Napoleon and 
his ministers boasted of being addicted 
to unnatural crimes), suppose this were 
the case, what comfort would that have 
been to the poor in Lincolnshire, if the 
lash had been permitted to be laid on 
upon them? This has, however, been 
prevented; and, again I say, our thanks 
are due to Srr Samuet Romiuty, « Dee 
‘s spise not the poor, because he zs pour,” is 
a precept of the Bible ; and, if we are to re- 
frain from despising them, surely, we ought 
not to leave them to be flogged and imprison- 
ed at the pleasure of any set of men what- 
ever.——What a thing this is only to be 
named, or thought of, in England! What 
a thing it is, in this, which is everlastingly 
called the freest and most happy country in 
the world! The Act has not passed, and 
will not pass ; but, it was drawnup; some 
man must have sitten down and written it 
out ; it must have been formed upon deli- 
beration; it is next to impossible that it 
could have arisen out of the mind of one 
man; no single man could have supposed 
it possible, that, wholly unaided, he could 
have been able to carry through such a 
bill. Let us hope, that this will be 
sufficient to produce caution for the fu- 
ture, and that some Members of Parlia- 
ment, imitating Srm Samuet Romitty, will 
look into such matters. 














Frencu Prince. The birth of this 
child is a great event. In another part of 
this Number, I have inserted the account 
of it, as it stood in our daily news-papers ; 
for foolish as it appears, it is what one may 





wish hereafter to refer to. It is the first 


announcement of an event that may have, 
and, in all likefihood, will have, a great 
effect upon the future lot of the people of 
Europe. It is a whimsical idea, that has 
got abroad, through the news-papers, that 
his having a child will dispose Napoleon 
to peace! . Was there ever any thing 80 
foolish! But, it shows what our state is, 
when we thus catch at straws. Peace! 
Aye, he will be disposed to peace at any 
time, if we will withdraw our troops from 
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Spain, Portugal, and Sicily, and will give 
up Malta, and all the Islands that we have 
taken from the French, Dutch, and Danes, 
and will take care not to interfere in the 
affairs of Mexico and the rest of South 
America. These are Aés terms of peace ; 
and if his Empress had had twins he would 
not have been disposed to listen to any 
other. Peace, indeed! Never shall we 
see it, till the Dollar has done rising ; that 
is to say, till the paper-money has found 
its level; its natural level, Peace! Why, 
does he not know al! about our situation 
as wellaswe do? Does any body be- 
lieve, that he does not hear all about the 
Commercial Relief and the five and stxpenny 
dollar ?. What an idea, that he should 
now, because he has got a child, leave off 
thinking about conquests and power! But, 
as I said before, it shows exactly what our 
situation is. It shows what a state we 


have been brought into, and not by the re- 
Sormers. 





Press i Inpja. In another part of 
this paper, I have inserted the debate 
upon the subject of the Press in India; but, 
at present, | have no time to say any thing 
upon the subject. 1 beg the reader to go 
through. Look well at it, and particu- 
Jarly at the speech of Loxp Arcuipatp 
Hamittron, who made the motion, out of 
which this curious debate arose. I gave 
a description of this Press, from very good 
authority, in the Spring of 1806; but the 
INS of that day were too busily employ- 
ed in securing their places to think of the 
matter then. It is a very fine subject. 
Pray, reader, look well at the speeches. 
I shall offer some remarks upon the sub- 
ject, in my next Number. 





PARLIAMENTARY KeEFronw.——I shall 
also, as far as I can, insert in this Number, 
the debate upon Mr. Wynwe’s Bill about 
Bri at Elections. These things 
should not escape us for an hour. On 
this subject, too, I shall, in my next, offer 
some observations, and I insert the debate 
itself here, that the reader may be pre- 
pared for them. These are the matters 
that really concern the people of England. 
We may leave tbe Moxnine Post and the 
Counser to fill their columns about the 
victories of Busaco and Barrosa, and the 
history of Generac Pena; for although 
Mr. GrawaM appears to have shown very 
great bravery and to have been well sup- 
ported by his troops, the affair is, in my 
opinion, of infinitely less importance than 
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any one of the sentences in Siz Jony An 
STRUTHERS Speech upon Ma, Wrnvr’s 
Bill against Bribery ai Elections, io 
that I think any thing at all of y, 
Wrwne’s measure. It would have done 
no good at all in the end, But it caused 
a debate, and out came some things to be 
eternally borne in mind. 


LipertTy OF THE Press, —~ Lor, 
Folkestone’s motion about Ex Orpicio jy. 
FORMATIONS i8 another capital subject. It 
is one in which the public are really inter. 
ested; and as such it shall be noticed in 
my next. 

W™. COBBETT, 

State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 

March 29, 1811. 





CORN AGAINST SUGAR. 


Ata General Meeting of West India 
Planters and Merchants, held at the City 
of London Tavern, on Tuesday the 26th 
of March, 1811, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the Bill for the regula 
tion of the Distilleries now before Parlia- 
ment, &c. &c, 

Cuartes Extts, Esq. M. P. in the Chair. 

Resolved, That the West India Colonists 
do not presume to question the policy on 
which the British Corn Laws are founded. 

Resolved, That by those Laws the prices 
at which Corn is permitted to be exported 
or imperted, have been fixed with reference 
only to the encouragement of Agriculture, 
and to the due supply of the Country. 

Resolved, That the use of Corn in the 
Distilleries has never been prohibited, 
except when Corn was above the prices 
at which importation was permitied of 
encouraged. 

Resolved, That Sugar has been always, 
in effect, excluded from the Distilleries, 
except when the use of Corn therein ¥* 
on these principles prohibited. 

Resolved, That it is therefore incorrect 
to affirm that the employment of Sugar '® 
the Distilieries has ever been adopted, 
either as a Boon ‘o the West India nor 
nists, or to the prejudice of the Agrict® 
tural Interests of Great Britain. 

Resolved, That the West India Colonis' 
make no claim to a competion calculated t0 
injure, or even to expose to hazard, - 
Agricultural Interest of this Country; 
they confidently claim, upon the _ nes 
not less of general policy than of Jimi 
to their interests, thatthe produce © she 
British Colonics may be tted to 
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-_.‘ieries in preference to Foreign Corn. 
— That whenever the growth of 
British Corn is insufficient for the neces- 
ary consumption of the Country, the ex- 
traordinary consumption of ‘the Distille- 
ries may be supplied either by the impor- 
tation of Foreign Corn, or by the substitu- 
tion of Sugar, without prejudice to the 
British Corn Grower ; and that the effect 
upon the price of British Corn will be the 
same, whether Sugar or Foreign Corn be 
employed for that purpose. 

Resolved, That it appears by official 
accounts now before Parliament, that the 
real value of the Corn, Grain and Flour 
imported into Great Britain from Foreign 
parts (Ireland of course excluded), amounts 


- on the average of eleven years (from 1800 


to 1810 both inclusive) to $,721,866l. and 
that in the last year it reached the sum of 
7,077,8651, while the real value of the 
erain annually consumed in the Distille 
of Great Britain (when supplied by grain), 
may be estimated at about 950,000/. or 
about 470,000 quarters, which quantity in 
these latter years would have been further 
required to be annually imported, if Sugar 
had not been substituted for Corn in the 
Distilleries, 

Resolved, That although Barley does 
not constitute a large proportion of the 
usual importation of Foreign Corn, yet as 
the consumption of this article in the Dis- 
tlleries is asserted to afford a resource 
agaist an occasional deficiency in the 
supply of British Corn, and to operate as 
a Granary for the food of Man and Beast 
in time of scareity (an effect which could 
not be produced, except upon the princi- 
plethat the consumption and price of one 
species of Grain are influenced by those of 
another,) there appear from the facts 
‘dove stated, of the average import of 


. Brain, to exist ample means, beth for en- 


‘ouragement of British Agriculture, and 
also lor some support to the British Colo- 
nes, with the additional advantage of di- 
Minshing that large tribute which wean- 
ually pay to the Agriculture, Commerce, 
and Resources of the Enemy. 
Ma solved, That the incidental advantage 
; eens from the admission of Sugar to the 
bene eries, as proposed by the Bill now 
“er Parliament, is so guarded by the 
. a of that Bill, that the West India 
< nist so far from being in effect admit- 
illery snetual competition, for the Dis. 
~ a with British Corn, is not even ad- 
~e Upon terms as favourable as the 
“gn Importer; the Foreign Importer 


—" 
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is admitted into ‘general competition with 
the British Corn Grower when Barley is at 
$3s. per quarter, while 33s. per quarter is 
the price now proposed to be fixed for the 
admission of Sugar into competition with 
British and Foreign Corn conjointly, on 
what is assumed to be an equal footing. 
Resolved, That this Bill, therefore, 
though advantageous to the West India 
Colonists, as compared with the total ex- 
clusion from the Distilleries, to which they 
have been subjected, will be a benefit very 
far short of that to which they conceive 
themselves to be equitably entitled, and 
which, in consequence of the necessity 
for a large importation of Foreign Corn, 
might be afforded to them without dis- 
couragement to the Agriculture of the 
Country. C. Evuis, Chairman. 
The Chairman having left the Chair, 
: Resolved, That the Thanks of the Meet- 
ing be given to the Chairman for his con- 
duct in the Chair. Ww. Hotpen, Sec. 











PRESS IN INDIA. 


Lorpj Arcuisatp Hamittron’s Motion, 
AND DEBATE THEREON, IN THE House 
oF ComMONs, ON. THE 20TH Manca, 
1811. 


Lord Arenipatp Hamitton rose to 
make his promised motion relative to the 
state of the Pressin India. His lordship 
did not mean, at present, to go fully into 
the question, but merely to move fora 
copy of the Orders and Regulations that 
had been issued on the subject of the 
Press in India. He should state to the 
House not only what his object was, but 
what it was not. He had no intention at 
present to find fault, or to ask of the 
House to deliver any opinion on the sub- 
ject; but only, that they would afford 
themselves an opportunity of knowing what 
the facts of the case were. He presumed, 
that the circumstances of the late trials at 
Madras afforded sufficient evidence of the 
necessity of the information henow wished 
to obtain, but on considering that subject, 
additional reasons seemed to present them- 
selves. Of late years the Press in India, 
it was said, had been put under Regula- 
tions, inconsistent, not only with justice, 
but with whet had been even recognized 
by that House. He asked, therefore, for 
information, not only as to what the law 
was, relating to the Press in India, but 
how it could have been’ rendered so con~ 
trary to what had ever been understood, 
or been recognized in that House. They 
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knew that the Resolutions of that House 
had frequently been set at nought by the 
Governors of India; that they had been 
most tyrannically set aside in the case of 
the Nabob of Oude, where a proclamation 
had been issued, said to be by the direc- 
tion of this Government, at a time when 
no such direction could have been re- 
ceived. It was impossible that the House 
should allow such an exercise of unjust 
ower to exist, if it consisted with their 

nowledge; and all he wished was to put 
them in possession of the fact. As to the 
Newspapers, nothing was allowed to ap- 
pear in them, till it had previously been 
submitted to the inspection, and received 
the approbation, of the Secretary to the 
Governor-General. His lordship did not 
now inquire, if this was right or wrong. 
He only stated the fact. The penalty of 
non-compliance with this regulation was, 
that the party transgressing was imme- 
diately embarked for Kurope. It was for 
the House to say, if such a power as this 
ought to diseaken an individual. It would 
be found, also, that rules were laid down 
by the Governors of India for the security 
of the Government, by which the Secre- 
tary, or some other officer was invested 
with the privilege of revising all publica- 
tions before they made their appearance. 
He should state what were the subjects on 
which it was prohibited to any man to 
write, and should then wish gentlemen to 
consider, if all those topics were prohi- 
bited, what was open ? The subjects pro- 
hibited, were, any statements or obser- 
vations relating to the public Credit, to 
the finances of the Country, Naval or Mi- 
litary Estimates, the objects and destina- 
tions of any Expeditions public or indi- 
vidual, all discussions or observations con- 
cerning War or Peace ; every thing tend- 
ing to give information to the Enemy, or 
to excite alarm; and the republication of 
any Extracts from European Journals, 
which could tend to injure the British in- 
terests in India. All his lordship now 
wished for, was the Papers, from which 
the House would be enabied to see the 
exact extent of these prohibitions and re- 
strictions on the Press in India. When 
gentlemen reflected on the ruin which had 
been brought by our Goverament in India 
on the Native powers, they would find 
that they could hardly twurn their eyes 
around without perceiving that the admi- 
nistration of justice was the only object 
which remained to excite either admira- 
tion orrespect. Let them look, however, 
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to the late trials at Madras, and they would 
find that on that occasion, the Courts f 
Justice had been so ashamed of their ne 
ceedings that they would not let the pub. 
lic know thenature of them, and that they 
had prohibited the trials from being prini. 

: g print 
ed. If there had existed any thing, as 
was said, to create fermentation, the pub. 
lication of the trials must have been cal. 
culated to produce good rather than harm. 
It would appear that three of the Grand 
and two of the Petty Jury had been sen: 
to a distance from Madras, on occasion of 
those trials, some of them to the distance 
of 600 miles; and that one person, who 
was a Justice of Peace, had been broken 
on the same occasion. His Lordship could 
conceive no possible reason for the Go- 
vernment of India preventing those trials 
from being published, except that the 
Courts were ashamed of them. He thought, 
therefore, that the Papers necessary to 
shew the law relative to the restrictions on 
the Press in India ought to be laid before 
the House ; it being impossible that any 
person could have a fair trial, where there 
was an ambiguity in the law. His Lord- 
ship read the opinion of Judge Sullivan, 
to shew that an unauthorized restriction of 
the Press could not be easily passed by, 
as it was the best security that the sources 
of public justice should be kept unpol- 
luted. Ejther this was extravagant rant, 
or it must be applicable to India as well as 
to this country. He concluded by mov. 
ing, “ That there be laid before the 
House Copies of all Orders, Regulations, 
Rules, &c. relative to the Restrictions 0n 
the Press in the different Presidencies 0 
India, either by the Governments them 
selves, or transmitted from this country, 
since the year 1797. 


Mr. Dunpas should shortly state his rea 
sons for opposing the motion of the Noble 
Lord in toto. _ He must particularly com 
plain of the time chosen by the Noble 
Lord for alluding to the topics introduced 
by him. All the proceedings alluded to 
by the Noble Lord had been ordered to be 
laid before the House, and when they 
were on the table, but not till thea, it woul 
be time to consider them. It was not for 
him now to determine as to the conduct © 
the Courts in india; that would be 1 
anticipate what. would come more oe 
perly before the House at some futur 
opportunity. 

But the Noble Lord. bad called oe 
rules prevailing in India besides those 
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759] 
tablished there for the regulation of the 
cess. With the exception of the regula- 
tions mentioned by the Noble Lord, he was 
not aware of any other, and he would ask 
the Noble Lord, if. it was his wish that 
there should be an unrestrained publica- 
tion of Newspapers in India? This surely 
could not be the wish of any friend to the 
} British interests in India. He doubted 
very much ifthe existence of a press in 
India’ without such controul might not 
endanger the Government there, The 
Noble Lord then agreed with hin, that 
there ought to be some restrictions. If 
those now existing were disapproved, he 
should be glad to hear what the Noble 
Lord would wish to substitute in their 
place as equally efficient and less objec- 
tionable. There was no person in India 
amongst the Europeans who did not volun- 
tarily agree to those regulations before- 
hand. No person could go out to India 
but in the service of the Government, or 
by the license of the Company. They 
who were in India in neither of these cha- 
racters were by law guilty of a misde- 
meanour. Were not the Company justi- 
fied inimposing conditions upon their own 
servants—-might not any public depart- 
ment make a regulation prohibitory of 
their officers or clerks becoming editors of 
hewspapers?—-and why not the Com- 
pany? It takes from the individual no 
right; but enjoins certain conditions upon 
him, which if he dislikes, he need not 
enter into their service ; but if he does he 
cannot complain of being required to act 
upto them. The Noble Lord talked of 
the benefits of free discussion : suppose 
some of the news-paper writers,in the ex- 
cise of such a right, endeavoured to ex- 
end the benefits of the British Constitution 
to India ;_ would not this be going to the 
‘ty loundation of the principles upon 
lich we hold our tenure in India——that of 
‘eserving to the natives their ancient laws 
nd customs. He did not see what there 
48 to complain against as to the regula- 


“us which had been approved in 1800 by 
ie Company. 





















eas Forkgstone thought there were 
™ ant reasons furnished by the speech 
. ina ott Honourable Gentleman who 
. JJSl Sat down, for agreeing to the mo- 
itty. his Noble Friend If ieee regula- 
wey bi of so paramount a nature that 
de vidual became bound by them, 

pendant of every other consideration 











Principle, them was it, in his judgment, | 
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most necessary that the House should 
know what those regulations were: and 
when it was recollected that they related 
to India, he thought that circumstance was 
in itself sufficient to give great reason for 
jealousy and distrust on the part of the 
House. He denied that those stated by hia 
Noble Friend were the sole regulations, as 
the Right Honourable Gentleman seemed 
erroneously to think they were.. Neither 
did he think it fair of that Right Honour- 
able Gentleman to call upon his Noble 
Friend to propose better regulations than 
those now existing. This was not fair ; it 
was not parliamentary. His Noble Friend 
had done his duty in complaining of what 
he thought was wrong. He should vote 
for the production of the Papers—first, be- 
cause he thought that they ought to know 
under what rules and regulations the 
Natives lived; and next, because it was 
necessary, in his opinion, to inquire whe- 
ther such rules furnished adequate grounds 
for prohibiting the right of publication of 
the trials at Madras claimed by the parties 
concerned, 


Sir Joun ANsTRUTHER opposed the mo- 
tion. The Noble Lord had called for those 
regulations on the grounds that they were 
illegal, oppressive, and unjust. Now he 
could not agree to the motion, as he did 
not think them illegal, oppressive or un- 
just. Did Gentlemen duly consider the 
country, when they talked of the necessity 
of discussion in India. There were two 
classes of persons in India, the public 
servants en natives ; of the former, 
any who were there not in the service of 
the Government, or not by the license of 
the Company, were criminals, and liable 
to be sent home for a misdemeanour. Was 
the discussion meant for the natives? He 
fancied not. Then of what good could it 
be productive amongst public servants ? 
Were one set of those public servants to be 
enlightening another by Newspapers, or 
were both to unite in writing against their 
masters ? Wasthe Secretary of the Trea- 
surp to set up a Newspaper to write down 
the First Lord of the Admiralty, and the 
Secretary of the Admiralty to become 
Editor of another Newspaper, to attack 
the First Lord of the Treasury? [A laugh.] 
Suppose a Newspaper should, by a series 
of discussions, open the eyes of the natives 
to their-strength and our comparative 
weakness, the small number o British 
compared with that of the natives? The 
cirgumstance which called Lord Welles- 
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ley’s attention to the state of the Press m | 
India, was not a little singular——[t was 
gravely discussed in a series of ingenious 
essays, how far, with what ease and safety 
a combination amongst the natives might 
dispatch al! the British by massacre. 
{ Hear, hear.) As to the refusal of per- 
mission to publish the Madras trials, 
he thought the Judges were right in that 
refusal. The Noble Lord should recollect 
the state of Madras at that time—it was 
in a violent ferment. He thought that 
fact in itself sufficient to account for and 
justify the caution of the judgesinnot allow- 
ing the publication to go forth at a time of 
such heat and commotion. As he could 
not think the regulations bore the charac- 
ter given them by the Noble Lord, he 
could not support a motion avowedly 
founded upon an opinion so opposite to 
his own. 


Mr. Howarp (we believe) admitted the 
necessity of regulations, and acknowledged 
that a Press in India, wholly unrestrained, 
might be productive of great mischief. 
But the matter for complaint was, not that 
regulations were imposed on men before 
they went out, to which they previously 
and voluntarily acceded, but that after 
they had gone out, they found they had to 
struggle with innovations superinduced 
upon those regulations, to which they had 
‘not only not voluntarily assented, but of 
which they had not had any idea. (Hear! } 


Sir Tuomas Turron was not surprised 
at hearing the language which had been 
used by those who opposed this motion: 
such language was altogether worthy of 
the country in which the governors were 
every thing, and the governed were no- 
thing. The absurdity was to speak at all 
of freedom of discussion, or the liberty of 
the Press, when India was the subject. The 
liberty of the Press in India! « Risam 
“* teneatis, amici?’ As if a plant of such 
“ eelestial growth” could flourish in the 
sterile soil of despotism! Under any such 
a system of Gof€rnment, discussion was 
mdeed to be avoided. Nothing could be 
more dangerous than freedom of discus: 
sion under a Government founded upon 
blood and upon injustice. As wisel 
might the liberty of the Press be establish- 
ed at Tunis or Algiers, where the Govern- 
ment was not interior to that of ours in 
india [a laugh). He had no hesitation in 
— it as his opinion, that there wag 
as liberty emjoyed under the Go- 
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vernment of the Dey of Algiers, or 1 
. e 

Emperor of Morocco, as by the natiy 
under the British Government jn India 
Therefore must any discussion be dan, 
gerous that could open their eyes to their 
present state, or make them reflect that the 
British were bat one million, while they 
were sixty millions. But if the regula. 
tions were, as they had been, approved of 
by Gentlemen opposite, he wished to know 
why they were so reluctant to produce 
them? He thought, that as rules and regus 
lations affecting such a portion of the 
British Empire, they ought to be promul. 
gated ; if, however, they were so wise and 
salutary, and beneficial as they were said 
to be, what possible objection could there 
be to the motion of the Noble Lord, who 
only called for their production? The 
usual Parliamentary objection, that voting 
for their production implied a censure upon 
them, could not hold here; if they were 
what they should be, promulgation could 
do them nor the country no harm, and if 
they were not, they ought to be known. 


The Right Honourable and Learned Gen- - 


tlemen had, in speaking of the Madras 
trials, stated, that permission was asked to 
publish them ; this was a mistake, no suth 
permission had been asked. He conclud- 
ed by stating, that the motion of the Noble 
Lord should have his cordial support. 


Mr. Wantace did not think that the 
Noble Lord had made out his argument in 
support of the present motion, even upon 
his own grounds. “The Noble Lord had 
laid it down as the grounds of his motion 
that the regulations were illegal and ur 
just, This had by no means been made 
out—still léss had it been established that 
the refusal of permission to publish . 
Trials at Madras had been an undue > 
inexpedient exercise of power. e 
Horfottrable Baronet had denied that per 
missioty had been asked : he begged leavé 
to correct him in that statement, and to%® 
sure him, on the best authority, that ae 
mission had been asked. [He a nl 
a letter in proof of his assertion. ] rn 
were other reasons justifying the ee 
sion of that publication: one trial - 
place on the 1ith January, asother ve 
the 2d of March—the publicatien ° be 
former trial, in the intermediate j 
might have operated in an one pe he 
the prejudice of either party, 4" 


| fore to the prejudice of substantial justi 


But the Right’ Honourable and 14%" 
Gentleman (Sir J. Anstruther) bad remist 
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ed tuem of the state of Madras at that pe- 
riod: it had been justly described as being 
then in a violent ferment—and under such 
circumstances would it have been wise to 
have permitted such apublication? (hear ') 


Mr. Hutcuinson observed, that the last 


| Speaker had avowed, that the object was, 


to keep the people of India in darkness as 
tothe nature of their Government. The 
more important, therefore, it was, that this 
House should take care, that oyr Govern- 
ment there, such as it was, should be well 
administered. He would therefore vote 
for the motion. 


Mr. Grant said, it ought to be recol- 
lected, that the English found the natives 
subject to a despotic Government. They 
were not in a condition to enjoy a free one, 
and no subject more delicate and dangerous 
than this could be agitated. No case for 
the production of the papers had been 
made out, 


Sir H. Monrcomery said, the report of 
the trials in question was spurious, and 
would give no accurate information. 


Mr, Locknart professed himself a friend | 


to the Liberty of the Press, but an enemy 
to that unbounded licentiousness. which 
threatened to produce thatdespotism which 
It was its true end to prevent. But even 
the freedomof the Press, suchas it ex- 
isted here, was not applicable to India, 
and the production of these Papers might 
do harm, but could. do no good, The 


Press had made too great a stride even in 
this country, 


Mr. Wuirsreap agreed that. it had 
made a stride, but it was backwards, and 
mot jorwards It had been avowed that 
ler rvs religion nor our political free- 
ca Ee itto be made known to the na- 
<> if this was the case, if we ruled 
apes as fellow-subjects, but as despots, 
sib é “4 pou ought at least to be respon- 
the € House, and for that reason 

© Papers ought to be produced. 

4 


Ce Dunpas denied that any hindrance 
S'ven to the dissemination of the Gos- 
“ «mong the natives. The onl object 
. to prevent the publication of useless 
inflammatory writings and speeches. 
—_ PERCEVAL said that itwould be use- 
and impolitic for the Government. to 
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interfere in imposing a religion on the na- 
tives, to which, from ignorance and pre- 
vious habits they might beaverse. There 
was no attempt to prevent the progress of 
lightand religion among the natives be- 
yond what their situation required. 


Sir Jonn Newport remarked that, as 
the House was the only controuling power, 
they ought to examine narrowly into the 
regulations of the Indian Government. 


Lord A. Hamitron observed that the 
restraint affected not only Newspapers, 
but the publication of the Reports of the 
Courts of Justice. He wished to have all 
the information possible as to the present 
state of India, for another reason. This 
was the month for giving notice to the Di- 
rectors that the exclusive Charter would 
soon be at anend, He desired to know 
whether it wasintended to give this notice ? 


Mr. Dunpas had before stated that it 
was intended. 


Mr. G. Jounstone thought no ground 
had been laid for the motion. 


The House divided—For the motion 18, 
Against it 53—-Majority, 35, 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
BIRTH OF YOUNG NAPOLEON. 


AmsterpaM, Marcu 22, 1811. —His 
Serene Highness, Prince Arch Chancellor 
of the Empire, the Duke of Plaisance, Go- 
vernor General of the departments of Hol- 
land, has just received the following dis- 
patch :— 


TELEGRAPHIC DISPATCH FROM 
PARIS, MARCH 20, 1811. 


“Her Majesty the Empress of the 
French, was safely delivered of a Prince, 
at Nine o’clock this morning. 
« A true Copy. 
« FLOGON, Director of the 
« Telegraph.” 


The cannon has just announced this in- 
teresting event tothe inhabitants of this 
town.—Amsterdam Courier Extraordinary, 
March 22. 

Paris, Marcu 20.—“ Her Majesty the. 
Empress began yesterday evening towa 
eight o’clock to suffer the pains of child- 
birth, which grew less during the night, 
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and in the morning had nearly ceased. 
Her Majesty in other respects is well. 
« (Signed) 
« CORVESAIT, First Physician.” 
20th March, 6 o’clock in the Morning. 


The two following Bulletins, concern- 
ing the state of her Imperial Majesty and 
the young Prince, arrived too late to be 
inserted in all our impressions yesterday, 
we now repeat them. 


TELEGRAPH—LINE FROM THE 
NORTH. 
Tececrarnic Dispatca FRom Paris, aT 


HALF PAST ELEVEN 0’CLOCK, THE 22p 
Marcu, 1811. 


“Her Majesty and the young Prince 
are well; the Prince yesterday began to 
take with avidity nourishment from his 
Nurse.—(A true Copy.) 

« FLOGON, Director of the 
“ Telegraph.” 


TeLtecrapuic Dispatch From Parts, DaA- 
TED HALF PAST TWO P,M. THE 22D 
Marca. 


“The Prince has suffered during the 
night, the cholical pone incident to his 
age ;—this morning he is well. 

« FLOGON, Director of the 
“ Telegraph.” 
(AmsTerpam Courter, 25TH Mancu, 1811.) 


In order to worthily celebrate the birth 
of an iraperial Prince, there was last night 
a general illumination here, in which the 
inhabitants of this town endeavoured to 
distinguish themselves as much as the 
shortness of the time would allow. The 
palace of his Serene Highness the Prince 
Governor General was illuminated with 
the greatest taste and magnificence ; the 
hotels, principal public functionaries, and 
most respectable individuals presented 
every thing they were able to prepare in 
haste. All the theatres gave te admis- 
sions. The beauty of the weather, the 
decent joy which animated an immense 
concourse of people who were in the 
streets, rendered this spectacle the most 
touching.—To day there was a grand pa- 
rade; after the parade, a most brilliant 
one, at which the three corps, of the 
Guards of Honour manceuvred with the 
National Guard, his Serene Highness the 
Prince Governor gave a grand dinner. In 
the evening there was a rout and ball at 
the Palace. The greatest joy prevailed 
at the dinner and ball.— (Same Paper.) 
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Spain. Action of Barrosa, near Cadiz, from 
the London Gazette Extraordinary of 
Monday, March 25. 


(Concluded from p. 768.) 


Where all have so distinguished them. 
selves, it is scarcely possible to discriminate 
any as the most deserving of praise. You, 
Lordship will, however, observe how clo. 
riously the brigade of guards, under Bri. 
gadier-General Dilkes, with the comman. 
ders of the battalions, Lieut. Col, the Hon, 
C. Onslow, and Lieut. Col. Sebrigh: 
wounded, as well as the three separated 
companies under Lieut. Col. Jackson, main. 
tained the high character of his Majesty’s 
household troops. Lieut. Col. Browne, with 
his flank battalion, Lieut. Col. Norcot, 
and Major Acheson, deserve equal praise.— 
And I must equally recommend to your 
lordship’s notice Colonel Wheatly, with 
Colonel Belson, Lieut. Col. Prevost, and 
Major Gough, and the officers of the res- 
ective corps composing his brigade. 
he animated charges of the 87th regi- 
ment were most conspicuous ; Lieut. Col. 
Barnard (twice wounded), and the officers 
of his flank battalion, executed the duty 
of skirmishing in advanee with the enemy 
in a masterly manner, and were ably se- 
conded by Lieut. Col. Bushe, of the 20th 
Portuguese, who, (likewise twice wound- 
ed,) fell into the enemy’s hands, but wos 
afterwards rescued. ‘The detachment ot 
this Portuguese regiment behaved adm 
rably throughout the whole affair.—l owe 
too much to Major Duncan, and the officers 
and corps of the royal artillery, not © 
mention them in terms of the highest ap- 
probation ;- never was artillery better 
served. The assistance I received from 
the unwearied exertions of Lieut. Col 
Macdonald, and the officers of the ad- 
jutant General’s department, of Lieut. 
Col. the Hon. C. Cathcart, and the 0" 
ficers of the Quarter-master General's & 
artment, of Captain Birch and capi 
icholas, and the officers of the oy 
engineers, of Captain Hope, and the ole 
ficers of my personal staff, (all animating 
by their example,) will ever be we 
gratefully remembered. Our loss has Dee 
severe; as soonas it can be ascertain 
by the * return, I shall have the ‘ 
nour of transmitting it; but much 4s . 
is to be lamented, I trust it will be oes 
dered as a necessary sacrifice; for | 
safety of the whole allied army.—Havi"s 
remained some hours on the Barros 


heights without being able to procure aad 
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supplies for the exhausted troops, the Com- 
missariat mules having been dispersed on 
the enemy’s first attack of the hill, I left 
Major Ross, with the detachment of the 
gq battalion of the 95th, and withdrew 
the rest of the division, which crossed 
the Santi Petri river early the next morn- 
ing —I cannot conclude this dispatch 
without earnestly recommending to his 
Majesty’s gracious notice for promotion, 
Brevet Lieut. Col. Browne, Major of the 
osth foot, Brevet Lieut. Col. Norcott, 
Major of the 95th, Major Duncan, royal 
artillery, Major Gough of the 87th, Major 
the Honourable E. Acheson of the 67th, 
and Captain Birch of the Royal Engineers, 
all inthe command of corps or detach- 
ments on this memorable service; and I 
confidently trust that the bearer of this 
dsipatch, captain Hope, (to whom TI refer 
your Lordship for further details) will be 
promoted, on being permitted to lay the 
Eagle at his Majesty’s feet—I have the 
honour to be, &c. 
Tuomas Grauam, Lieut. General. 

P.S. I beg leave to add, that two Spa- 

nishofficers, Captains Miranda and Naugh- 

ton, attached to my staff, behaved with the 

utmost intrepidity. T. G, 
Isla de Leon, March 10. 

My Lorp,—I have the honour to trans- 

‘mit to your Lordship the return of the 
killed and wounded in the action of the 5th 
inst. and I have the satisfaction to add that 
the wounded in general are doing well.— 
_ By the best account that: can be collected 
lrom the wounded French officers, the 
enemy had about eight thousand men en- 
gaged. Their loss, by reports from Chi- 
Ciana,in killed, wounded, and prisoners, is 
supposed to amount to three thousand; I 
have no doubt of its being very great.— 
transmit, too, a return of the ordnance 
't Our possession, and also the most accu- 
rate note that can be obtained of prisoners, 
most of whom are wounded. They are so 
persed in different hospitals, that an 
*xactreturn has not yet been obtained. I 
ave the honour to be, &c. 

_ Tuomas Granam, Lieut.-General. 
| BA ey mye of cavalry and in- 
ing off the Hina” daily aupiorer in wld 
lt he no » and burying the dead, 
Ainge ening of the 8th instant, by 

“a time all the enemy’s wounded that 


ould be found among the brush-wood and 
were brought in. 
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2 seven-inch howitzers, 3 heavy cight- 
pounders, 1 four-pounder; with their 
ammunition-waggons and a_ proportion 
of horses. 

A. Duncan, Maj. Royal Artil. 

Return of the Prisoners of War taken in the 

Action of Barrosa, on the 5th of March 
1811. 

2 General officers, 1 Field officer, 9 
Captains, $ Subalterns, 420 rank and file. 

N. B. The General of Brigade Rosseau 
and two Captains, since dead of their 
wounds. 

J. Macponatp, Dep. Adj. Gen. 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing 
of the Troops under the’ Command of Lieut- 
enant-General Graham, in the Action of 
Barrosa, with the French C d’ Amee, 


commanded by Marshal Victor, on the 5th 
of March, 1811. 


Detachment of the 2d Hussars King’s Ger- 
man Legion—6_ horses killed; 1 Cap- 
tain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 serjeant, 31 rank 
and file, 20 horses, wounded. 

Royal Artillery—3 rank and file killed ; 
2 Captains, 6 Lieutenants, 3 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Royal Artillery Drivers—1 serjeant, 2 rank 
and file, 18 horses, killed ; 1 serjeant, 
7 rank and file, 22 horses, wounded. 

Royal Engineers—1 rank and file killed ; 
2 rank and file, wounded. 

2d Battalion of the 1st Regiment of Guards 
—2 Ensigns, 2 serjeants, 31 rank and 
file, killed ; 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, $ 
Captains, 4 Ensigns, $ serjeants, 169 
rank and file, wounded. 

Detachment of 2d Battalion Coldstream 
Guards—1 Ensign, 8 rank and file, 
killed; 2Ensigns, | serjeant, 45 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Detachment of 2d Battalion 3d Guards—| 
Captain, 14 rank and file, killed: 1 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 staff, 3 serjeants, 
82 rank and file, wounded. 

Flank Companies of the first Battalion 9th 
Foot-—8 rank and file, killed ; 1 Cap- 
tain, 3 Lieutenants, 4 serjeants, 2 drum- 
mers, 50 rank and file, wounded. 

Flank Companies of the Ist Battalion 28th 
Foot—-9 rank and file, killed; 2 Cap- 
tains, 5 Lieutenants, 3 serjeants, 52 rank 
and file wounded. 

Flank companies of the 2d. battalion 82d 
Foot-~8 rank. and file, killed; 1 Cap- 
tain, 1 Lieutenant, 3 serjeants, 86 rank 
and file, wouuded. 

Detachment of the $d battalion 95th Foot 
—I1 Captain, 13 rank and file, killed 
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1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 2 Lieutenants, 3 
serjeants, 45 rank and file, wounded. 
Flank Companies of the 2d battalion 47th 
Foot—1 Ensign, 1 drummer, 19 rank 
and file, killed ; 1 Captain 49 rank and 

file, wounded. | 

Ist Battalion of the 28th Foot—6 rank and 
tile killed: 1 Lieutenant, 5 serjeants, 
75 rank and file, wounded. 

2d Battalion of the 67th Foot—10 rank 
and file, killed; 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 
1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, | 
serjeant, 30 rank and file, wounded. 

2d Battalion of the 87th Foot—1 Ensign, 

3 serjeants, | drummer, 40 rank and 
file, killed, 1 Major, 1 Captain, 2 Lieu- 
tenants, 9 serjeants, 118. rank and file, 
wounded. 

Detachment of the 2d battalion of the 
95th Foot—6 rank and file, killed; 2 
Lieutenants, | serjeant, 1 drummer, 26 
rank and file, wounded. 

Flank companies of the 20th Portuguese 
regiment—9 rank and file, killed; 1 
Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 Captain, 2 Lieu- 
tenants, 1 Ensign 5 serjeants, 37 rank 
and file, wounded. 

Company of the Royal Staff Corps—1 
Drummer wounded. 

Total—2 Captains, 5 Ensigns, 6 serjeants, 
2 drummers, 187 rankand file, 24 horses, 
killed; 5 Lieutenant Colonels, 1 Major, 
14 Captains, 26 Lieutenants, 8 Ensigns, 
1 Staff, 45 serjeants, 4 drummers, 936 
rank and file, 42 horses, wounded. 

Grand Total of individuals killed and 
wounded — 1243.—JoHn Macponatp, 
Lieut.-Col., Deputy-Adjutant-General. 


Rank and Names of Officers Killed and 
wounded in the Action of Barrosa. 
Killed. 

Stafl—Ensign Eyre, Ist Guards, acting 
Aide-de-Camp to Colonel Wheatley. 
ist Regiment of Guards—Ensign Sin. 

merell. 
Coldstream Guards—Ensign Watts. 
$d Guards—Captain Swann. 
47th, 2d Battalion—Ensign Delacherois. 
87th, 2d Battalion—Ensign E. E. Kough. 
95th, 3d Battalion—Captain Knipe. 
N:B. Ensign Eyre is returned: in the 
killed of the ist Regiment of Guards. 
Severely Wounded. 
2d Hussars King’s German Legion—Cap- 
tain Voss (since dead). 
al Artillery—Lieutenants Maitland 
Be arom 





Ist Guards—Lieutenant-Colone] Sebright 
Captains Stables and Colquitt, Enson, 
Sir H. Lambert, Cameron, and Teen 

3d Guards—Lieutenant-Colonel Hepburn 

Ist Battalion 9th Foot—Captain Godwin 
and Lieutenant Seward. 

Ist’ Battalion 28th Foot—Hon. Captain 
Mullins, Lieutenants Wilkinson, Moore 
and John Anderson. 

2d Battalion 82d Foot—Lieutenant M Koy. 

3d Battalion 95th Foot—Lieutenant.(>. 
lone! Barnard, Lieutenant W. Campbell, 

2d Battalion 67th Foot—Captain Patrick. 
son, Ensign Sutherland. 

2d Battalion 87th Foot-—Major Maclaine, 
Captain Somersall, Lieutenants J. 6, 
Fennell, and J. C. Barton. 

2d Battalion 95th Foot—Lieutenants Coc’. 
rane and Hope. 

. Dangerously Wounded. 

Roya! Artillery—Lieutenant Woolcombe 
(since dead.) 

Ist Battalion 9th Foot—Lieutenant Taylor. 

Ist Battalion 28th Foot — Lieutenant 
Knight and Bennet, (since dead.) 

20th Portuguese — Lieytenant Colonel 
Bushe. 

Slightly Wounded. 

2d Hussars King’s German Legion—Liev- 
tenant: Bock. 

Royal Artillery—Captains Hughes and 
Cator, Lieutenants E. Mitchell, Brere- 
ton, and C, Manners. aaa 

Ist Guards—Captain Adair, Ensign Fielde: 

Coldstream Guards—Ensigns Bentinck and 
Talbot. , 

3d Guards—Ensign and Adjutant Watson. 

Ist Battalion 9th Foot—Lieutenant Robin- 
son. 

Ist Battalion 28th Foot—Captain Bradbey, 
Lieutenant Blakeney. ; 

2d Battalion 82d Foot—Captain Stewart. 

3d Battalion 95th Foot—Lieutenant Ho- 

~ venden. 


2d Battalion 47th Foot—Captain Fether- 


stone. 
2d Battalion 67th Foot—Lieut. Colone 
Prevost; Lieut: W. Ronald: _ 
20th Portuguese—Captain Barrieras, Liew 
- tenants: Dom. Estavan, Pantalchao . 
Olivero, Ensign Felix Antonio Mirav - 
Staff—Captain D: Mercer, 3d Re i 
of Guards, Aide-de-Camp to Brigat* 
General Dilkes. Qin 
N. B. Captain Mercer is reteree? 
the-wounded ofthe 3d Regiment of gu a 
(Signed) — Joun eel 
Lieut.-Col., Deputy Adjutant-Sen" 
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